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nished truth was pleasant or not to hear, It does no good,
to scold the barometer because it points to bad weather."66
In the course of the discussion Bethmann, Minister of
the Interior, suggested that an agreement with England
might be reached on the basis of Germany "slowing down"
naval construction from four to three ships annually, if
England would make concrete political offers in return.
But Tirpitz blocked the path at every turn, refusing even
the 4:3 ratio for British and German capital ships to which
he had previously assented, and revealing a sly reservatio
mentalis: if Germany slowed down from four to three
new ships a year from 1909 to 1912, she might counter-
balance this loss by speeding up from two to three in the
following years, so that Germany's total number of Dread-
noughts would be the same around 1915 in either case,
Though accepting in principle Bethmann's suggestion for
slowing down, Tirpitz declined to fix or work out any
formula to accomplish it, until the English had made con-
crete proposals. And in general he was in favor of "quietly
waiting." This was very discouraging to Metternich and
Biilow, and probably had much to do with Billow's resigna-
tion on June 26, which was accepted by the Kaiser on
July 14.
The ostensible reason for Billow's resignation was the
refusal of the Blue-Black-Bloc (the Conservative-Clerical
coalition) on June 24 to vote the new finance bill, including
a heavy inheritance tax, made necessary by the insatiable
demands of new armaments. This gave Biilow a good
excuse to retire from office. It was a motive which looked
perfectly obvious to the public and has generally been
accepted as the reason for his abandoning the Chancellor-
ship after ten years of weary work. But as one reads his
long struggle to defend Metternich's view in favor of naval
limitation against Tirpite's stubborn and slippery evasion
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